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ON SEPTEMBER 14TH, THE F. P. A. 
IS MOVING INTO ITS NEW OFFICES AT 
9 EAST 45TH STREET, FLOOR SEVEN— 
TELEPHONE VANDERBILT 5740. You 
ARE WELCOME. 

WE APPRECIATE THE PROMPTNESS 
WITH WHICH RESPONSES ARE COMING 
IN TO OUR APPEAL FOR FUNDS TO- 
WARDS EXPENSES INCIDENTAL TO 
THIS MOVING. 


Periodical Division, 
Library of Congress, 


Washineton. 


CAN GERMANY SURRENDER? 


i GERMANY about to surrender? Dis- 
patches of the last few weeks from 
both Paris and Berlin say yes. The evi- 
dence cited is imposing and varied. Chan- 
cellor Stresemann plans radical currency, 
fiscal and budgetory reforms. He frankly 


acknowledges responsibility for reparation 
payments to the limit of Germany’s capac- 
ity. He repeats, in a more definite form, 


Cuno’s June 7th offer of direct mortgages 
on the industrial and natural resources of 
Germany. He hints at the cessation of 
passive resistance and a renewal of deliv- 
eries in kind. He emphasizes the desira- 
bility of close economic ties between in- 


dustrial interests of Germany and those 
of France. 


These are all admirable proposals. If 
carried out they would give France every 
reasonable economic guarantee. But can 
Stresemann make effective in Germany 
such a sweeping program? Would he not 
fail as did Cuno with much more modest 
proposals? Might he not even suffer the 
fate of Rathenau? 


The answer depends as much upon the 
Allies as upon Germany or Stresemann. 
Granted Stresemann’s good faith and as- 
suming that he has almost Bismarckian 
strength and courage, he can only succeed 
if the Allies’ response to his efforts should 
be immediate, whole-hea#ied and generous. 
No German Government which should 
make this suggested surrender could sur- 
vive unless there followed immediately an 
announcement from Paris of far-reaching 
modifications of the Ruhr occupation. 
These would have to include the reduction 
of the French military forces,—the mak- 
ing of the occupation “invisible’’ — the 
turning over of the railways, telegraph 
and telephones either to German control 
or to management in which Germans will 


participate and the granting of permis- 
sion for the return of the deported Ger- 
man officials, railroad, telegraph and tele- 
phone employes. 

But these modifications must be more 

than French concessions. They must rep- 
resent a genius renewal of Franco-Brit- 
ish understanding. One of the greatest 
difficulties lies just here. Poincaré wants, 
perhaps for political reasons he must have, 
a surrender to himself alone—not to 
Britain and France. Per contra, Baldwin 
and his associates fear a complete French 
victory. The City is keenly anxious to 
avoid facing the bitter competition sure 
to follow the formation of a great Franco- 
German coal, iron and steel trust from 
which British capital and control are ex- 
cluded. Germany, with its vast natural 
resources, its genius for industrial organ- 
ization and its industrious and technically 
trained population, a helot of France, 
would threaten not only the economic but 
the political balance of Europe and the 
world. 

The German government faces danger of 
destruction whatever it does. If Strese- 
mann surrenders to France without re- 
ceiving immediate and substantial com- 
pensation, he will be destroyed either by 
a reaction to the right or to the left or by 
a combination of both extremes. If he 
refuses to surrender, a relentless French 
pressure will continu: nd slowly but cer- 
tainly throttle Germ a ) industries and dis- 
organize her political and social life. Berlin 
must eventually surrender. But surrender 
which is not based on a fundamental, 
though unlikely. understanding between 
Berlin, Paris and London, may mean mere- 
ly one more unfulfillable promise, which 
solves nothing. 


JAMES G. McDONALD. 


in 


= er woo 


Page 


The Test of the League 


D IPLOMACY by ultimatum has again 
succeeded. The Ambassadors’ Con- 
ference at Paris, not the League of Na- 
tions, has maintained jurisdiction over 
and apparently settled the Greco-Italian 
dispute. The allied representatives have 
embodied all of the Italian demands with 
insignificant modifications in their note 
of September 7th to Greece. Both the 
Greek and Italian Governments have ac- 
cepted these terms. No reference to the 
Council or the Assembly of the League or 
to Italy’s violation of the Covenant is made 
by the Ambassadors. Greece is to deposit 
immediately as a guarantee with the Swiss 
National Bank the sum originally de- 
manded by Mussolini, fifty thousand Ital- 
ian lira. This is “to be remitted in whole 
or in part to the Italian Government ac- 
cording to the decision of the Permanent 
Court of International Justice.” No ques- 
tion of principle is thus brought to the 
cognizance of the Court. 

The Italian victory is completed by the 
Ambassadors’ failure to secure any for- 
mal guarantee of evacuation of the Greek 
territory seized as a “pledge.” The only 
reference to Corfu in the Allies’ communi- 
cation is a model of diplomatic evasion: 

“The conference, noting that the Italian Gov- 
ernment confirms that the occupation of Corfu 
and adjacent islands has no other object than to 
obtain the satisfaction of the demands it has 
made on the Greek Government, and that these 
demands are met by the conditions formulated 
above by the conference, invites the Greek Gov- 
ernment to communicate without delay, simul- 
taneously or separately, to each of the diplomatic 


representatives of the three powers at Athens 
its integral acceptance of these conditions.” 


It is idle to argue that the League has 
not been rebuffed. French diplomacy 
worked unceasingly for the ambassadorial, 
rather than a League solution. Even the 
British Cabinet, despite Lord Robert 
Cecil’s notable efforts in Geneva, did not 
support the League’s claims. The desire 
of Belgium, the Little Entente and the 
great majority of the small states, did not 
weigh against the unwillingness of Paris 
and London to accept Mussolini’s challenge 
to the League’s authority. 

It is too early to be sure that the issue 
is finally closed. There is almost certain 
to be frank and perhaps bitter debate in 
the Assembly. The small states, who have 
hitherto looked to the League as a pro- 
tection against precisely the sort of ag- 
gression Italy practiced against Greece, 
have had their faith rudely shaken. They 
may seek to force a debate on the question 
of the League’s competence. 

But in any event the League has had 
only a setback. This is not surprising, nor 
need it be very discouraging. The League 
is still only a beginning, four or five years 
old. Mussolini, the embodiment of jingo- 
istic, reckless and exalted nationalism, 
represented forces centuries old. He aptly 


Two 


cited the precedents for his violence in 
the history of all the Great Powers. For 
the Council unsupported by Britain and 
France to have insisted on its authority 
would have been to invite disaster. The 
true test of the League’s usefulness is not 
its failure to curb this act of violence, but 
rather the degree to which it accustoms 
the world, during the course of genera- 
tions, to the principles of peaceful co- 
operation. J. G. McD. 
Mexican Progress 

HE signature in Washington Septem- 

ber 8, of one of the two conventions 
reached between the United States and 
Mexico, that for the creation of a General 
Claims Commission, marks another step 
in the progressive solution of the remain- 
ing questions between the two govern- 
ments. Another convention for a Special 
Claims Commission will be signed in Mex- 
ico City. The General Claims Commission 
will deal entirely with property losses suf- 
fered by citizens of either country, some 
of the claims going back as far as July 4, 
1868. The special Claims Commission will 
settle claims growing out of the disturbed 
conditions due to insurrection or revolu- 
tion in Mexico from November 20, 1910, 
to May 31, 1920. 

Another interesting and significant item 
of Mexican news is that of the resignation 
of General Plutarco Elias Calles presented 
to President Obregon just before the for- 
mal announcement of recognition. It is 
commonly believed that General Calles has 
been selected by President Obregon as his 
suecessor and that this resignation is a 
preliminary to Calles’ candidacy. Prob- 
ably there will be no serious opposition. 
The elections are to be held next July. 


Outlawry of War “Absolutists” 


RITING to the F. P. A. in regard 

to Walter Lippmann’s article, “The 
Outlawry of War,” in the Atlantic Monthly 
for August, a member remarks: 


“IT cannot understand the ‘absolutist’ attitude 
which the Outlawry of War group and other sin- 
cere friends of world peace seem to have as- 
sumed. I am particularly surprised at Dr. 
Dewey’s taking this stand. The high priest of 
pragmatism, is he not?—and yet he is as much 
of an absolutist on this question as any funda- 
mentalist about religion. Somehow these friends 
don’t seem to realize that political machinery fol- 
lows evolutionary laws just as truly as the de- 
velopment of the locomotive or the electric 
motor. Objecting to the International Court be- 
cause it does not at once outlaw war, and its 
jurisdiction is not obligatory on all its members, 
is like objecting to the first English Parliament 
because it did not have ministerial responsibility 
and an executive budget! 

It also seems to me that they simplify the 
problem too much. It is not a question of con- 
verting a war-loving world to a peace-loving 
world. It is rather a question of getting an in- 
tensely nationalistic world to see that interna- 
tional cooperation is better than war at this stage 
of the world’s progress.” 

G. B., Jr. 


The Fditors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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